CITY OF FRAZEE

Meeting of the City Council

May 12th, 2008
Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Frazee City Council was called to order at 6:55 p.m. by Mayor Ludtke.  Council members present were Miosek, Ouart, Trieglaff, and Dermody.

Consent Agenda
MOTION by Ouart, seconded by Dermody, to approve the consent agenda items as follows:

· Approve the minutes from the April 14, 2008 meeting.  Approved with the amended change of the spelling of name of Gieselhart, instead of Dieselheart in the last paragraph of page 1.
· Approve the waving of the 30 day waiting period and to approve a Minnesota lawful gambling permit for the Grid Iron Club.  Their raffle that will be held at the Frazee High School on October 3rd, 2008

· Approve to wave the 30 day waiting period and approve a Minnesota lawful gambling permit for PACE.  Their raffle will be held at the Frazee High School on August 17, 2008.

· Approve the City claims for payment.
· Approve the Liquor Store claims for payment.

All present in favor, motion carried.
Fire Protection Contracts were brought up for discussion by Craig Hall who was representing Height of Land Township. Error in the invoice sent out March 11th, was noted by Marian Estenson, Deputy Clerk. Hall noted the large raise in contract amount within the last 2 years, Ludtke stated reasoning for the city’s need for vehicles to cover the extended area of townships and the cost of the new fire tanker.
MOTION by Dermody, seconded by Miosek to take opposition of contracts under consideration.  All present in favor, motion carried.  Special meeting was set for May 27th, 2008 at 6:00 pm to address the concern of the townships. 
Public hearing for a Variance request from Sacred Heart Catholic Church was held. Their request is to be allowed to construct an entryway on their addition that conflicts with the City’s setback regulations. Mayor Lutdke presented the city statement of opposition.  The entrance part of their plans would be placed immediately on the property line abutting Maple Ave. Tony Stoll from the architect firm of Baker, Hogan, Houx, was present to give the report of the proposed addition.  He stated the request that was made months ago verbally and noted that they had not at that time made a formal request or had a drawing in place for a variance.  Discussion continued with the Public Works Superintendent, Larry Stephenson, noting the potential problem that could occur if building is too close to utility infrastructure should work be required. Stoll noted a building in Perham that was built previously with a similar design that had caused no problems for that city.  Ludtke stated that setting precedence for this type of variance was not in the city’s best interests.  Request was made of and accepted by Stoll to pull back the length of the overhang entryway giving an added setback distance of 4’. His hope is to begin construction in July. 
MOTION made by Miosek, seconded by Trieglaff to allow the structure to proceed after the changes were made.  All present in favor, motion carried.  Stoll promised to have a new drawing within a couple of days. 

Aaron Lauringer from Ulteig Engineering presented the city with the new plan and a change order request for the Swift Redevelopment site.  Noted in that change order also was an extension of expected completion date to October 31st, 2008.  This change order lowered the original cost of the project by $41,791.00.  The new contract price is $396,457.59.
MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Ouart to approve the Swift Site Plan change order design.  All present in favor, motion carried.  Lauringer also stated the concern of the timeline for the demolition project of the old Swift Plant.  Ludtke noted the return of Blue Earth to the site in the week of May 19th.

Public Comment Period ended with no other concerns.

Karen Hanson, Frazee Rescue Squad, reported the total number of calls for the month of April was 21 with total call hours of 85.  There were 24 hours of training with 29 members on the Rescue Squad to date.  Total Man/Training/Community Hours year to date was 618.

Paul Thon, Frazee Fire Department reported 5 calls with 1 car fire and 4 grass fires.  There were 225 call and training hours.  There was a combined event Thursday, May 8th, 2008, which included the Rescue, Police, and Fire Departments of Frazee and other towns.  This mock accident also included life flight.  Thon discussed the need to rework the hiring policy for the Frazee Fire Department. 
Larry Stephenson, Public Works Superintendent, stated the possibility of a leak in the infrastructure causing a potential million gallons of water to be lost per month somewhere in the city limits.  5 million gallons were pumped with 3.5 million gallons run out into the wastewater treatment plant.  Stephenson requested a step increase for Donnie Tate because of his completion of his Class D certification by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  Stephenson also requested the council acceptance of the purchase of a front end loader.  The department has had this vehicle on a trial basis for a couple of weeks and find that it will work out well for them.  He also stated that a firm offered to do wood chipping at the compost site if allowed to remove it for their own use.  Previously wood and waste was burnt.  

MOTION made by Miosek, seconded by Dermody to approve the purchase of the 1991 front loader at the cost of $41,335.00.  Payment to be done in one payment giving an interest savings.   All present in favor, motion carried. 

MOTION made by Ouart, seconded by Dermody to give the requested step increase to Tate for the completion of his certification.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Mike Lorsung, Chief of Police, stated 331 incidents with 848 calls.  Ludtke noted the positive feed back from citizens regarding the police force.  Lorsung noted the work on the storm shelters that was requested of Feldt’s Rentals was coming along.  He estimated that the work should be completed on schedule.  Contractor Wayne Bachmann was doing the project.

Jonathan Smith, Frazee Liquor Store Manager, reported on the financials for the 4 entities.  Smith noted the serving window was complete between the On Sale and the Event Center.  He feels that it was a good investment and reported positive feed back and has already been an asset.  Reported two cancellations in the Event Center because of the two snow storms lowering the monthly expected profit for that entity.
Smith requested consideration of the purchase of a new till in the liquor store.  The proposed software would give a better handle on both receiving and out going inventory. Liquor store committee discussed the option of a transfer of $6000.00 from the general Fund to be repaid in 6 months.

MOTION by Ouart, seconded by Miosek for approval of intergovernmental loan transfer for the payment of the new till.  Remainder will be paid from the liquor store account.  All present in favor, motion carried.

MOTION by Dermody, seconded by Trieglaff, to approve the resolution number 0512-08C for the Lions Club to pick the up the gambling option in the Municipal Liquor Store. This resolution would provide a two year contract between the Lions and the City of Frazee.  All present in favor, motion carried.  They would continue pull tabs and may add a Tip Board and Bar Bingo.  

Old Business
MOTION by Miosek, seconded by Ouart, to approve Resolution 0512-08A, a resolution for a trail development plan for the Heartland Trail extension between Frazee and Detroit Lakes. All present in favor, motion carried.

MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Dermody to approve Resolution 0512-08B providing for the issuance and sale of $555000.00 general obligation water and sewer revenue refunding bonds, series 2008B. All present in favor, motion carried.
New Business
MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Miosek to approve the resignation of Officer Brian Nelson effective 06/01/08.  All present in favor, motion carried.
MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Ouart to approve a full liquor license and Sunday liquor license to Zee Lanes, Owner Pat Furey.  License to become effective July 1st, 2008.

Council member reports

Dermody and Trieglaff reporting for the public safety committee stated that a survey was sent out asking for input from citizens regarding their opinions of the city housing and commercial appearance and housing stock.  Much feed back coming in. Stated the need to continue to monitor the Jerry Trusty property appearance.
Trieglaff, Planning Commission, reported on the Catholic Church addition and numbers of building permits being issued.

Miosek, EDA, stated that the last meeting of the Swift Task Force would be held May 22nd.  It will be changed to the Downtown Redevelopment Task Force.  Discussed the Sunrise Senior Villa and the consideration of a rent increase.

Ludtke noted the request from the Becker County Park Board seeking partners in a county wide Park and trail system plan.  Cost may total around $40,000.00 to $45,000.00  to be divided between all partners.
Dermody, Sesquicentennial Committee, reported 12-15 people on committee and reminded of the Blue Grass Concert that was planned and stated the tree planting opportunity.  Also noted the numbers of events that were coming for the coming year.
Mayor Lutdke noted that directly after the June meeting the council would travel to Feldt’s property to inspect the storm shelters that are scheduled for completion.

Having no further business, meeting was adjourned.

ATTEST:
________________________

Marian Estenson, Deputy Clerk
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