CITY OF FRAZEE

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2008 STREET IMPROVEMENTS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 13, 2007

Public Hearing – Public Hearing on the 2008 Street Improvements
A public hearing on the 2008 Street Improvements was called to order at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Ludtke.  Members present included Miosek, Ouart, Trieglaff, and Dermody.

Chris Thorson and Aaron Lauinger from Ulteig Engineering provided a project presentation on the Cedar Avenue West and Maple Avenue West improvements.  The estimated total project costs were $470,000.
Susan Pawlitschek, 402 Cedar Avenue, asked whether she would be assessed for the side lot frontage of her corner lot.  Lauinger explained that corner lots are assessed half the frontage of their side lot.
Loreen Thelen, 307 Cedar Avenue, asked if the water line will be moved because the current line and shut off are located in the driveway; Thorson explained that the City will replace the water line up to the property line and the owner is responsible for connecting it from the curb stop to the house.  
Jay Wothe, 312 Birch Avenue, explained his current sewer problems due to roots and that his line is currently located under the neighbor’s basement.  Thorson stated that a new line could be routed through the street right of way to alleviate the problem.   

Lynette Nelson, 213 Maple Avenue, explained the current problem with storm water pooling in front of her house on Maple Avenue and asked if the City will repair the lawn after the improvements; Thorson stated that the storm water issue will be corrected and the contractor will re-sod the lawns after the improvements are done.  
Gary Sommerville, 217 Maple Avenue, requested an extra driveway approach for his property so he can park his semi and explained that he has water freeze-up problems.  Thorson stated that the additional curb access can be done and explained that the new water main will be deeper but the property owner may want to consider deepening or insulating the water line from the street to the house.  
Lynette Nelson asked if the new water lines will provide more pressure.  Thorson stated that the larger water main along with a new water service may improve water pressure.  
Lauinger provided an overview of the Swift Redevelopment Project, which includes paving the alley parallel to the railroad tracks and widening and re-paving River Drive South, with an estimated cost of $528,500. 

Dermody asked if the River Drive South project interferes with the wildlife refuge. Thorson stated that it does not because no wetlands are being filled.  
Gale Kaas, Frazee Forum, asked if the existing businesses along the alley will be assessed.  Thorson explained that the businesses will be assessed for the alley costs based upon street frontage; however, the businesses were not assessed for the street paving costs associated with the Main Avenue project a few years ago because the county paid for those improvements so they are not being double assessed.  
Terry Harrison, Frazee Pawn, asked if the curb will be installed along the entire stretch of the alley and if so, will there be aprons for the businesses to use as access; Thorson confirmed that curb will be installed the entire distance and aprons will be provided.   

Bruce Jacobs, 108 Main Avenue East, asked about the actual cost of the assessments and whether his fence would have to be moved; Thorson stated that the estimated cost of the assessment for his property can be provided and that the fence should not have to be moved.   

City Clerk-Administrator Kelcey Klemm provided an overview of the budget for the Swift Redevelopment Project including a best case and worse case scenarios.  
Having no additional public comment, the public hearing was closed.
Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Frazee City Council was called to order at 7:55 p.m. by Mayor Ludtke.  Council members present were Miosek, Ouart, Trieglaff, and Dermody.

Open Forum
Pam Gregory, Merchants on Main, provided an overview of upcoming events.
Consent Agenda
MOTION by Ouart, seconded by Trieglaff, to approve the consent agenda items as follows:

· Approve the minutes from the October meetings.

· Approve the City bills for payment.
· Approve the Liquor Store bills for payment.

All present in favor, motion carried.

Staff Reports
Karen Hanson provided a Rescue Squad report that included 6 calls, 23 call hours, 40 community hours, and 49 individuals recertified in CPR for the month of October.  The squad is at 29 total members and 159 calls year to date.  Trieglaff presented a gift of $171 from the Merchants on Main to the Rescue Squad for proceeds from the Tour de Leaves.
Larry Stephenson, Public Works Superintendent, reported 3.986 million gallons of water pumped and 3.38 million gallons of wastewater treated during the month of October; sewer mains were flushed; and the department will be purchasing a new wire-feed welder.
Mike Lorsung, Police Chief, reported 328 calls for the month of October, which bring the year-to-date total to 2648. 
Jonathan Smith, Liquor Store Manager, provided three quotes to construct a fence between the Event Center and Liquor Store for a designated smoking patio; Briard Construction was the low bid at $2406.  
MOTION by Dermody, seconded by Ouart, to approve the expenditure to construct a privacy fence at the Liquor Store.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Smith explained other physical improvements that are being planned, provided the monthly financial statements and an overview of upcoming events, and requested permission to sell the large-screen television.  

MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Miosek, to take bids on the television until December 10th.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Old Business
2008 Street Improvements
MOTION by Miosek, seconded by Trieglaff, to approve Resolution No. 1113-07A, ordering improvement and preparation of plans for the 2008 Street Improvements.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Swift Redevelopment Project
Trieglaff stated that he has an issue with charging the existing East Main Avenue businesses for paving the alley and parking spaces since it will benefit more than them.   A tax increment financing hearing is scheduled for December 10th at 6:45 p.m.
Small Cities Grant Conflict of Interest
The Council reviewed a letter from the city attorney relating to public disclosure of potential conflicts of interest for the Small Cities Development Program. 
New Business
Auditor RFP
MOTION by Ouart, seconded by Dermody, to approve issuing a request for proposals for auditing services.  Klemm explained that the current city auditor has elected to no longer do the city’s audit.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Planning Commission
Zoning Ordinance No. 137, Adopting a New Zoning Map 
MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Ouart, to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 137, adopting a new zoning map, and scheduling a public hearing for December 10th at 7:00 p.m.  All present in favor, motion carried. 

Annexation of Area South of Industrial Park
MOTION by Miosek, seconded by Trieglaff, to proceed with the annexation by ordinance of the area south of the industrial park including Daggett Truck Line.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Councilmember Reports
Mayor
Ludtke recommended the appointment of Ryan Rustad to fill the seat on the Planning Commission vacated by the resignation of Scott Geiselhart.
MOTION by Dermody, seconded by Ouart, to approve the appointment of Ryan Rustad to the Planning Commission.  All present in favor, motion carried.
MOTION by Miosek, seconded by Trieglaff, to vote for Donna Ouart and Hal Leland for the Lakes Country Service Cooperative Board of Directors.  Miosek, Trieglaff, Ludkte voting in favor, Dermody voting in opposition, and Ouart abstained; motion carried.
Public Safety Committee
Trieglaff and Dermody provided an update on the rental inspection process and highlighted that all rentals must be in conformance by the end of the year.  
Clerk-Treasurer-Administrator
MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Miosek, to approve the membership agreement for Lakes Country Service Cooperative.  All present in favor, motion carried.
MOTION by Ouart, seconded by Trieglaff, to approve Resolution No. 1113-07B, adopting assessments for delinquent water bills.  All present in favor, motion carried.
MOTION by Miosek, seconded by Dermody, to approve the 2008 assessments for Red Willow Heights Phase I and II.  All present in favor, motion carried.
A budget hearing was scheduled for December 10th at 6:30 to present the 2008 budget and to hear comments.
Klemm provided a letter of resignation, stating that he has accepted the City Manager position in Perham and his final day will be December 14th.  

MOTION by Trieglaff, seconded by Miosek, to accept the resignation and to begin advertisement for the City Clerk-Administrator position.  All present in favor, motion carried.
Having no further business, motion by Trieglaff to adjourn, meeting was adjourned.
ATTEST:
________________________

Kelcey Klemm, City Clerk/Treasurer/Administrator
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